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Essential Questions

= [0 What extent was the South
becoming a distinctively different
region between 1820 & 18607

= [0 what degree did slavery shape
Southern society?

s [Why did so many support siavery?/



The Southern Economy

Primarily agrarian
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Changes in Cotton Production
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The Southern Economy

3. “Cotton Is King!”

v 1860 - 57% of US exports (5 million Bales exported per year)

7.1%
32.0%
51.6% 57.5%
1800 1820 1840 1860

By 1840 cotton accounted for more than half of all U.S, Exports.

Value of Cotton Exports As a Percentage of All U.S. Exports



The Southern Economy

4. Very slow development of industry
5. Rudimentary financial system.
6. Economic dependence on North

7. Inadequate transportation system.



B. SOUTHERN SOCIETY ass0

Planter Class (4%)

e large plantation owners 1% (50+ s/aves)
2,000,000 small planters 3% (20-49 slaves)

\ Small slaveholders 20% (<20 s/aves)

The "“Plain Folk”

Non-slaveholding whites 75%
(veoman farmers, tenant farmers, sandhillers, hill people)

BlaCk Fr'eemen (250,000- 3% of all free families)

Black Slaves (3,200,000 in 1850)

Total US Population --> 23,000,000
[9,450,000 in the South = 40%]



Group

Large planters (1000 or

more acres)

Size

Less than 1% of the
total number of white
families

in 1860

Notes

The wealtliest class 1n all of Amernica. the large
planters exercised social and political power far
bevond their percentage of the populanon Most
owned 30 slaves or more.

Planters (100-1000 acres)

Perhaps 3% of white

families

Usually owned 20-49 slaves. Provided many
political leaders and controlled much of the

wealth of the South

Small slaveholders

About 20% of white

families

Owning fewer than 20 slaves, the small
slaveholders were primanly farmers, though
some were merchants in Southern towns.

Nonslaveholding whites

About 75% of white
families

Yeoman farmers. They owned their small pieces
of land and produced enough food for the
fanuly. 20% did not own either slaves or land
and squatted on poor lands where they often
grazed livestock or raised corn. Some were day
laborers 1n towns.

Free blacks

3% of all free families

Usually 1n upper South, such as Virgima,
Maryland. and Kentucky. Many were either
tenant-farmers or day laborers. Legally and
socially restricted in terms of mobility and
econonuc advancement.

Slaves

4 mullion i 1860, In
some Southern states,
slaves outnumbered
whites

Almost all native bom. 75% worked on
plantations and medinm-sized farms. Another
10% were laborers at hard physical labor
considered “below” whites.

*Based on The American Journev: A History of the United 5tates by Goldfield. et al.




Slave-Owning Families (1850)

1,733 own 100 or more slaves
6,196 own 50-99
29,733 own 20-49

54,595 own 10-19
80,765 own 5-9
105,683 own 2-4
68,820 own 1 each

Wihat: adoes: ths reyveal'abourl siavelOWRErS P



5. WHITE SOCIETY & CULTURE

Why did many: Seutherners support the
slave system when 75% didnt own slaves?

\Was there a changde in attitude re slavery?
How: did they: justify: slavery?
Who did NOT support the slave system?
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Southern Yeoman farmer’s home Plantation House, St. Mary’'s, MD! (18305s)



B. WHITE SOCIETY & CULTURE

3. Defense of Slavery & White Supremacy.
“necessary. evil” — “positive good”
Legal & constitutional
History.
Religious
Better than North — “wage slaves”
Black Inferiority
[Among Southerners] Elevated poor whites




Southern Pro-—Slavery Propaganda
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SLAVERY & SILAVE CULTURE

“Peculiar Institution”

Slave trade

“Middle Passage”
Internal Slave trade

Protection under
law

Constitution

Fugitive Slave Clause (Art £
IV, Sec 2)

Fugitive Slave Act (1793)




C. SLAVERY & SILAVE CULTURE

21, Slave Life & Culture

s Black Christianity [Baptists or Methodists]:
* more emotional worship services; negro spirituals.

= Nuclear family with extended kin
links, where possible.

= Importance of music - AW
[esp. spirituals). | 5
= Slave codes

e Resistance
2 Nat Turner

“Sambo”
Slave Reoellions and Uorisings, 1800-1831




Slave Cabin and Occupants Near Eufala,
Barbour County, Alabama
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