AP U.S. HISTORY
ESSAY GRADING NOTATIONS

	Thesis?
	You need a clear thesis statement

	Full Thesis?
	Your thesis covers only part of the question asked; give a thesis that addresses the entire question asked

	?
	Indicates a questionable assertion (you may well be wrong in what you say)

	AAS
	Avoid Absolute Statements - they are usually wrong

	ACOT?
	Any Change Over Time?

	AWK
	Awkward word or sentence

	AYS?
	Are You Sure? (you are probably incorrect)

	BP
	Be Precise

	Colloq
	Colloquial usage (avoid these)

	Desc
	Too descriptive; needs to be more analytic

	Frag
	Sentence Fragment

	Mix
	Mix of correct and incorrect information

	NC
	Your statement is Not Clear

	Pass
	Passive – avoid this because it often obscures meaning or causation 

	QA?
	How does what you have written relate to the Question Asked? (It may lack relevance or may be too descriptive.)

	SD
	Specific Detail (you need solid detail/evidence/facts to support your claims)

	Sp
	Spelling error

	WW
	Wrong Word

	(
	(indicates you have made a good point or used a good supporting detail) 
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	Grammatical error (when there is no other notation)

	¶
	Paragraph; by itself, indicates that you need to start a new paragraph

	Δ
	change

	(comment)
	Comment in parentheses - does not affect your grade, but made to help you write better essays in the future or to help you better understand an issue
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