
Name ________________________________________________ 
Date ______________________
Period _____

	 UNIT ____ | __________________________              SCORE:   _____ / 50


ESSAY/DBQ SCORING STANDARDS 

	8 - 9 

48-50
	· Thesis: clearly focused, well-developed thesis that addressed the entire question
· Analysis: Offered an effective analysis that shows understanding of the complexity of the question
· Evidence: Supported the thesis with substantial, relevant [outside]  information 

· DBQ: Excellent use of a substantial number of documents (more than half)

· Errors: Made no errors or only insignificant errors that did not detract from the overall essay/argument

· Writing: Well organized and well-written

	5 – 7

43-47 
	· Thesis:  clear  & adequate; addressed the question to a  limited degree or needed development 

· Analysis:  Provided some limited analysis, mixed with some description and/or showed limited understanding of complexity

· Evidence:  Supported the thesis with some factual [outside] information; could use more 

· DBQ:  Used a number of documents effectively (about half); could use more
· Errors:  May have had minor errors that did not detract from the overall essay/argument 

· Writing:  Acceptable writing and organization

	2 – 4 

37-42
	· Thesis: limited, confused and/or poorly developed thesis; may have merely restated the question
· Analysis: Offered simplistic or overstated analysis; dealt with question in a general manner
· Evidence: Provided little relevant [outside] factual information  

· DBQ: Limited or poor use of documents or Documents control the essay

· Errors: May have had major errors 

· Writing: Weak organization and/or writing 

	0 – 1

36- 
	· Thesis: Lacked a thesis or provided an inappropriate response
· Analysis: Provided an incompetent, inappropriate response; poor or no analysis of key issues 

· Evidence: Facts not specific, accurate or relevant; substantial factual errors 
· DBQ: Little or no use of documents

· Writing: Poorly organized and/or written; may be incomprehensible


GENERAL COMMENTS:
· Generalizations / Vague statements unsupported by facts.

· Facts irrelevant to the question
· Ignored or showed little understanding of complexity 

· Does not address one or more aspects of the question:

· Too much info in introduction

· Weak topic sentences

· Avoid  “I,” “you,” “our,” “us,” “we”   

· Don’t connect issues to “today” (unless asked)
· Poor spelling and grammar

FOR DBQs:

· Don’t describe documents

· Avoid long document quotes

· Laundry list

· Document(s) misused:________ 

8.10

